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Hey there, Ruiaites!

The month of August has gone by and
September is already here. Many things
have happened since the publication of
the August Edition, and many things are
bound to happen soon...we witnessed
the solidarity of Mumbaikars on the ter-
rible day of 29th August, when the city
came to a standstill due to unstoppable
torrential downpour; then came the
oomp and fervor of the Ganesh
Festival:then came the magical Teach-
ers’ Day; and now, the exams loom right
around the corner! Thus, life goes
on...and so does the Ruiaite Monthly!
This month, not only are we presenting
you new editions of our classic columns,
but we are also unveiling two brand new
columns! “Science of Everything” and
“Safarnama’” are here to stay, folks! The
former is all set to bring you some of
the amazing and unheard of scientific
facts and theories, presented in a very
iNntriguing manner. While the latter will
take you to places with its featured
travel stories and other travel facts! This
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THE EDITORIAL

month, Science of Everything is going to
Make readers go gaga over the hitherto
less known life cycle of a star, the story
of evolution with a twist, and the
Mumbal deluge. In its very first edition,
Safarnama is doing something atypical
by describing the places where some
iconic Bollywood films have been shot!
As for the usual columns, we have Ca-
reerwise talking wisely about Ruia’s
latest feather in the cap - Autonomy!
This month, Careerwise presents us the
career-oriented benefits of the much-
awaited autonomy. On the other hand,
Tech Tricked will take its readers to the
complex yet happening world of pro-
gramming. Buzz Around has decided to
cover the buzz of the Supreme Court’s
historic decision on the issue of Triple
Talag, while Op-Ed has presented some
of the most beautiful poems that they
iNnvited from our talent Ruiaites!

INnsight would like to dedicate this
month’s edition to the unwavering and
steadfast spirit of Mumbaikars by re
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counting the trying tales of those who
were |left stranded on that fateful day. In
the meanwhile, Behind The Scenes
would like to go behind the scenes of
the tales of some of the most legendary
oersonalities who contributed immense-
ly to the society. And Artwall is not only
displaying some of the most wonderful
artworks that we received this month,
but also presenting some fascinating
Mumbai graffitis this time!

As far as the reports are concerned, we
have one on the celebration of the Inde-
oendence Day, and a special report by
our former Executive Editor, Amrita
Shenoy, on the Farewell Party of one of
Ruia’s most scintillating jewels, Dr. Anjali
Bhelande, HOD, English. Lastly, we also
nave a beautiful French poem called “Le
Guide” in the Students’ Corner, followed
by an exclusive report on the activities
conducted by Ruia’s Internal Quality As-
surance Cell (IQAC).

Go on, Ruiaites, move to the next page
and begin your literary journey of the
month!
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Dept of English bids farewell to retiring HOD

On an emotional day for the Depart-
ment of English, the students of the
department organised a farewell for the
HOD, Dr.Anjali Bhelande on the 24th of
August in the Alumni hall of the col-
lege. Dr.Bhelande retired after 3/ years
of service to the institution.

Ranging from students of the current
batch to alumni of the distant past and
recent graduates, the guests in attend-
ance included the likes of
Mr.Gangadharan
Menon(environmentalist and former ad-
vertising guru) and Mrs. Saradha Bal-
asubramanian ( a faculty member of
the English Department of KC College),
both accomplished alumni of the de-
opartment who had been associated
with Dr. Bhelande, the latter as a stu-
dent. Also present were the
department’s faculty members Dr.
Dinaz Munshi, Mr. Arjun Kharat, Ms.

Meera Suryanarayan, Ms. Devyani and
Ms. Lavanya.

The farewell commenced with heart-
touching speeches by the faculty mem-
bers, following which, there was a scin-
tillating speech and performance by Mr.
Menon, wherein he read three poems
dedicated to Anjali ma'am, one by Arun

Kiel. Next, was a speech by
Mrs.Balsubramanian, who shared her
experiences as a student of ma'am and
later, as her contemporary in the teach-
ing field.

After the speeches, the students of the
current and previous batches of the de-
partment presented a small program
they had prepared for their beloved
teacher. While Tarini Bhamburkar of last
vear's batch presented a unique and hi-
larious list of words and phrases that
belonged exclusively to Anjali ma'am,

Amrita Shenoy, also from last year's
batch, hosted a quiz on ma'am’s life.
Shivani Tamhankar and Bune Lemai
from the current batch then recited
beautiful verses they had penned for
Mma'am. They also crooned to Ed
Sheeran’s sentimental number ‘Photo-
graph’, while the whole gathering

Kolatkar and two others by Nissim Eze- joined them. The event concluded with

emotionally charged speeches by Tarini
and Amrita, following which ma'am was
oresented with a handmade card and
several little gifts and tokens of appre-
ciation from her students.

When everybody stepped out of the
hall, after lingering selfie sessions, much
cheering and thunderous applause, the
MONSsSOOoN air was Mmoist, and so were
everybody’s eyes-the brightest pair, be-
longing to Dr. Anjali Bhelande.

Amrita Shenoy
(Tyba English 2016-17)

Ruia College Independence Day, 201/!

Ab tumhare hawale watan sathiyo....

—Nnthusiastic Ruiaites had began the
oreparations a week before; NCC mem-
oers were busy in parade practice and
NSS students in slogan making. The
timetable was made,posters were put
up! Independence day celebration took
olace in Ruia college on Tuesday,15th of
AUGUST. For this, all the NSS and NCC
candidates were asked to assemble in
the guadrangle where various melodi-
ous patriotic songs were being played.
Senior NCC cadets welcomed the Chief
guest. The celebration commenced at
9.45am with the flag hoisting and
rhymes of our National
Anthem(JANA-GANA-MANA) filling

the air. This was followed by the NCC
special song,”"HUM BHARTIYA HAI” and
the oath taking ceremony regarding
fulfillment of duties by NCC and NSS
Mmembers.It was a sight to behold,when
students from all walks of life, religions,
streams, etc. uniformly wore white
clothes and came together to celebrate
this ceremony, breaking all barriers.
After this,the NSS students took a five
Mminutes break and then headed for the
Swacch Bharat ‘Silent Rally’” which cov-
ered the Dadar and Matunga area. The
students held up colourful poster con-
veying a silent yet powerful message of
keeping our surrounding clean and ex-

olaining why it has become a necessity
today.The rally started and ended at
RAMNARAIN RUIA COLLEGE. After
coming back,the NSS members sat in a
row ‘chit-chatting’ about the program
and later told the team leaders about
the darlings and the daggers of the
orogram. Last but not the least, they
held a poster making competition
based on the same theme - Swatcha
Bharat Abhiyaan, which got a wonder-
ful response. The members later had re-
freshments and bid adieu.The program
Wwas a great example of the evergreen
saying “Bharat humko jaan se pyaara
hai,salbse nyaara Gulista hamara hail”




FREEDOM FROM TRIPLE 7ALAR:

The Supreme Court on 22nd August, an-
nounced the practice of divorce of Muslim
women through Triple Talag as “unconstitu-
tional “. Triple Talag trends worldwide as Su-
preme Court’s verdict on women's right is
hailed. The five judge bench consisting of
Chief Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar, Justice
Kurian Joseph, Justice Rohinton Fali Nariman,
Justice Uday Lalit and Justice S. Abdul
Nazeer by a 3:2 majority judgement said that
there Is no constitutional protection for Triple
Talaq.

Though the decision has been wel-
comed unanimously throughout the country;
It is said that the government is not planning
to frame any law to ban the practice. It is be-
ieved that the government will consider the
Issue In a structural manner. A prima facie
reading of the judgement makes it clear that
the majority held it i.e. Triple Talag as uncon-
stitutional and illegal. When asked how the
Supreme Court verdict striking down the
practice of Triple Talag would be implement-
ed and why a statute has not been consid-
ered necessary for the order’s enforcement,
It was explained that a marriage will not be
annulled if the husband resorts to instant

_Diddhi Solanki

Triple Talag. After the Supreme Court's order,
It a husband gives Triple Talag, it will not be
considered valid. His obligation towards the
marriage will remain. The wife Is also free to
drag such a person 1o police and file a com-
plaint of harassment and domestic violence.
This is exactly why millions of women from the
Muslim community rejoiced on 22nd August
affer the Supreme Court, in a landmark
judgement , declared instant Triple Talag or
Talag-e-Biddat as unconstitutional.

The apex court has appealed to legis-
late a law pertaining to the Muslim divorce
law, indicating the possibility of a new frame-
work to publish Uniform Civil Code [UCC] - a
proposal floated to replace all community or
religion-specific laws with a common set of
guidelines. While the decision has been wel-
comed by citizens from all walks of life, the
focus is again back on UCC.

Just as a coin has two sides, this deci-
sion which has been considered unbiased
and termed as historic and of unparalleled
victory, Is being questioned by the strong
heads of the Muslim community. The main
reason behind this being that the clerics be-
lieve that this incident is absolutely against
the Quran as well as the Shariat. People

within the same community have different
mindsets. On one hand many Madrassas all
over the counitry have started teaching the
young minds about the correct code of con-
duct and the true meaning of equality, toler-
ance and respect; the rigid and orthodox
minds on the other hand, are still struggling to
come fo tferms with the law that they deem
unethical. Because according to them,
typing ‘ Talaqg, Talag, Talag' three times and
sending It via social media and ending a re-
lationship or for that matter the future of Inno-
cent Muslim women is acceptable; but the
abolishment of such acts is not. Why do the
cries of these women fall on deaf earse Why
do all the morals and values of the Holy
Quran go in vain when chauvinistic men
dominate over these womene

As of now, majority of the political par-
ties have welcomed this decision with open
arms. This decision did much to ameliorate
the living standards and equality; hinting to-
wards a metamorphosed India. And it's time
we redlise the clarion call to keep religion out
of politfics and give people the right they de-
serve.

The Supreme Court on Monday granted bail to Lt.
Colonel Shrikant Prasad Purohit, who spent nine
years in prison in the 2008 Malegaon blasts case.
The bench of Justice R K Agrawal and A M Sapre,
while passing the order, said, “We set aside order
of Bombay High Court.” The apex court further
added that certain conditions will be imposed on
Purohit while granting bail.

What is Malegaon blast case?

A blast tfook place on September 29, 2008 oppo-
site Shakil Goods Transport Company. The explo-
sives were concealed in a LML Freedom motorcy-
cle. At least seven people died while 79 others
were injured in the incident. In the initial investiga-
tion led by Maharashtra ATS, Sadhvi Pragya, Lt
Colonel Shrikant Purohit, retired Major Raomesh Up-
adhyay were arrested in connection with the
case.

Who is Shrikant Purohite

Shrikant Purohit belonged to a middle class family
from Maharashtra. His father worked as a bank of-
ficer. He completed his education from Abhinav
Vidyalaya and Garwara College in his birth town
In Pune. Purohit was commissioned into Maratha
Light Infantry in 1994 after he cleared out of the
Officer’s Training Academy at Chennai. Between
2002-2005, he served in the counter-terrorism oper-
ations unit in Jammu and Kashmir. Later he was
shiffed to Military Intelligence due to health rea-

Lt. Col. Shrikant Purohit Bail

- Aditi Patil and Pushkar Bhatlekar
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How was he connected with the case®¢

The Lieutenant Colonel came in contact with an-
other accused in the case, Ramesh Upadhyay,
during his time in Maharashira. Upadhyaya set up
Abhinav Bharat, an extreme right wing group,
which is believed to be behind the 2008 blasts and
Purohit was reportedly associated with the group.
During the investigation after the blasts, police re-
covered some messages which were allegedly
sent by Purohit to Upadhayay. He was later ac-
cused of stealing 60 kg of RDX from the army, to
be used in Malegaon blast. He was also accused
of funding and fraining Abhinav Bharat.

Shrikant Purohit says he was caught in “political
crossfire”

Purohit told the Supreme Court on August 17, 2017,
that he was caught in a “political crossfire” and no
charges have been framed against him in nine
years. He also accepted his association with Abhi-
nav Bharat and said that he attended a few
meetings, but only in the capacity of an army offi-
cer. He also added that he passed on all the infor-
martion to his senior officers about the group’s ac-
tivities. “ATS in its chargesheet says that | attended
meetings of Abhinav Bharat. Yes, | atftended cer-
tain meetings, but as a military mole. | have been
doing my duty. The court says that it will look into
ATS chargesheet atf the stage of trial and refuses

iInterim bail even as charges are not framed
against me. What kind of criminal justice system is
this,” said senior advocate Harish Salve, who spoke
INn the court on behalf of Purohit.

Is there a link between the 2008 Malegaon attack
and the Samjhauta Express and Ajmer Dargah
bombings of 2007, which too have been blamed
on right wing Hindu extremistse

The Samjhauta bombings killed 68 people, mostly
Pakistanis, as the train was on its way to Lahore.
Suspecting a larger conspiracy, the UPA govern-
ment clubbed all blasts cases allegedly involving
rght wing extremists, and asked the NIA to investi-
gate in 2011. The agency filed a chargesheet
against five alleged right wing extremists in the
train blasts case. Purohit was not among them.
The NIA approached the Supreme Court seeking
Purohit’s custodial interrogation, not just in con-
nection with the 2008 Malegaon blast, but also to
Investigate his possible role in the Samjhauta,
Ajmer and Malegaon 2006 attacks. However, after
a protracted legal battle, the apex court rejected
NIA's plea for custody.

Two key accused, Sandeep Dange and Ramii Kal-
sangra, who are suspected to be the key to the
jilgsaw, couldn’t be arrested. A red corner notice
was issued and a reward of Rs 10 lakh was an-
nounced for each man.

TOP 1O NEWS

World Bank.

2.7-year-old killed in Ryan International
' School, Gurugram, by bus conductor.
“A Heinous Crime”, according to
Haryana's Chief Minister.

convoy, at Russia's request.
4.Government launches VAJRA

5.Cabinet Reshuffle: Nirmala Sit
Defence, Piyush Goyal gets Rai
6.India’s First High-speed luxury t
TEJAS EXPRESS flagged off
/.Hamburg action plan adopted at
G-20 summit

8.193 counftries of the world unite to

ways.
rain

9. Ram Rahim guilty of rape, 30 dead,
250 injured as sect erupfts

10.Category 4 Hurricane Irma bringing
| ife threatening storms to Florida keys
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1.India can construct Ia?hongonéd, | I

| Ratle projects under Indus Water Treaty:

3. US warplanes call off surveillance of ISIS

scheme to attract Indian Scientists abroad.
naram gets

take action and save oceans from pollution

Anand Mahindra :

told me that slum
b dwellers came

| out to serve

stranded people

tea and biscuits

QUOITLE
\) OF
THE MONTH

- Malala Yousafzai

-Adya Shreya

And here in Mumbai,
a friend stuck in a ca
" o the airport for 5hrs

‘Let us remember: c;ne book, one pen, one child and
one teacher can change the world’ N

(reply) BBC News :
houston floods -
night curfew bid

fo stop robbery
and loofing

-Chinmay Parulekar
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Ruiaites! Autonomy is here! This month let us take a look at how autonomy will help
our careers and make us job ready.

The most important thing
is that the results will be
on time. No delay. Now
the 60-40 pattern will be
applied, providing
internal marks for
projects. Old method of
rote learning is not
suitable for today's
technical society. Project
based learning enhances
the technical skills
required for today's
world.

[ am happy for the simple
reason that many aims and
aspirations we had can now
be made possible. From the
student's point of view, it is
comparatively easy to score
in the 60-40 pattern. Also,
the liberty that we now
have as far as framing the
portion is concerned has
made an impact because we
are able to mould it the way
we want. Normally there
are too many restrictions to
maintain uniformity with
other colleges but now we
can go beyond what is being
taught elsewhere.

Microbiology is a vast field
which deals with several
MICro organisms, 1ts
cultivation and growth.
Due to university pattern,
MICro organisms are
explored only upto certain
limit. But as our college
has achieved autonomy
we can have more
practicals and deal with
more micro organisms and
can promote students in
research field. Exam
pattern has also been
changed.

The curriculum became
student-friendly. It is
more relatable, practical
and most importantly it
gives the perfect shape to
your career states. Apart
from the mainstream
courses, the other
knowledge oriented
courses also get
momentum because of
autonomy.

Teachers Speak-

The evaluation would be
done systematically. The
curriculum will help
students who are applying
for further studies abroad.
They would be at par with
that syllabus. We at Ruia
have a Career Guidance
Cell. On campus placement
is always there.

In the Political Science
department, we want to
add a practical element
where the students can
analyse the subject
beyond the textbooks. I
really look forward to
making the most of ICT so
that students can submit
their projects online as far
as possible. It is definitely
going to benefit the
students because thinking
is promoted.

A 60-40 marks pattern has
been introduced in which 20
marks will be for project
work which will require
research work and will thus
develop interest in the
subject. Autonomy, the
word itself tells us that the
job opportunities will
increase. It will lead to
campus interviews. Each
year we have many foreign
exchange programs due to
which our students can get
job opportunities in other
countries.

Student’s Opinion-

One of the latest example is
the Certificate course of
Greek and Gramani script.
Autonomy has also given us
an edge over other students
as we have more chances of
getting jobs of our choice.
However, it will take time to
completely adjust with the
new pattern because change
is always gradual.

This is in addition to the
workshops and
seminars that happen
all year around. This
will definitely help
students get jobs.

Dr. Andhale
(HOD,
Mathematics)

This practical experience
will get them job ready as
there will be increased
awareness among the
students right from the
undergrad level. Political
Science students
undergoing this learning
process will find jobs
easily in sectors like think
tanks, research
organizations and NGOs.

Manasi Misal Tirodkar
(Associate Professor,
Dept of Political
Science)

There are positions like
Scientist D, C,B offered
according to
qualifications in
national institute of
occupational health in
Bengaluru which offers
good salary as well.
There are many jobs of
lab technician available
in various hospitals and
labs in prime cities.
Many food industries
offers the jobs as well.

Vidyadhar Tupe
(Sr. Professor, Dept of
Microbiology)

Tanvi Sukhtankar,
(FYBA student)



UNVIELING
SCIENTIFIC
DISCOVERIES

The world we know, the world we see
and the world we live in are all totally dif-
ferent things. What we know about the
world depends on what source the infor-
Mmation comes from. The world we see
depends on what is in front of our eyes.
The world we live in, depends on every-
thing around us ; both seen and unseen,
heard and unheard, known and unknown.
But we all agree on one thing - the world
right now would never have been possi-
ble without what our beloved scientists
and inventors did in the past. They have
contributed immensely in the develop-
ment of human society and the modern
world, in one way or the other, through
intentional acts as well as blunders .-
Their part in this cosmic act of ours
cannot be overlooked. So this month, we.
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Ada Lovelace

The countess of Lovelace, commonly
known as Ada Lovelace is the one who
wrote the first computer program at the
time when a computer only existed on
paper . She first met her mentor Charles
Bablbage at age seventeen, in 1832 and
that was when she saw his plans for
‘Difference Engine’ -a calculating ma-

puter.While Charles Bablbage himself
thought computers were limited to carry-
iIng out calculations, Ada Lovelace:was
the one who theorised that text, pictures
and sound can all be converted to digital

Without her knowing, Morris Wilkins, Ro-
salind’s colleague made a copy of that
image and shared it with Watson. Watson
and Crick completed their model with the
help of ‘Photo 51'. With the help of some
other scientists they made the final model
called the ‘Double Helix’. Watson, Crick
and Wilkins received Nobel Prize for this
model. However, a lot of scientists say
that it was difficult for Rosalind to create
the ‘Double Helix’ structure because of
her reserved and. introverted behavior.
Whatever may be the case, Rosalind |
couldn’t get the credit for her discovery

ctfine that was none other than the very
first incarnation of the modern day com-

would like to share some interesting
backstories of some of these legends.

Edmond Halley

Edmond Halley never did actually
“discover” Halley's Comet. He studied and
oredicted the motion and duration of the
famed comet. It was Halley who drew
the first star map of the Southern Hemi-
sphere, invented the first weather map,
discovered the magnetic field patterns of
Farth and perfected the Diving Bell.
Once, while discussing with Robert
Hooke and Christopher Wren-on the
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form and manibulated oy machine.

The marriage of her parents was brief and

ended pbadly. Her mother saw to it that
she was taught maths and science, deter-
mined to not let her follow in the foot-
steps of her father who was a poet , edu-
cated in art and literature. '

Lovelace grew up to be a mathematical
and computing genius at a time when it
*was unusual for a woman to study sci-
ence and mathematics . Her work was so
advanced that it did not receive its due
recognition till a century later. There is a
computing language named in her
honour. ‘Ada’ is still used today for opera-
tion of real-time systems in various fields.

—_—
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Today’s world Is shaped by the pioneering
work of Nikola Tesla and Thomas Edison.
Fdison developed the world’s first practi-
cal light bulb. He opened his first power
olant in New York, in 1882. ' -

Two vyears later-Tesla, a young Serbian en-
gineer, immigrated to America and
worked for Edison. Tesla helped improve
Edison’s DC generators while attempting
to interest Edison in his AC motors. Tesla
quit his job In 1885 and few years later
patented many of his AC technology:
whichhe sold to mdustnahstﬁeorge
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topic of planetary motion and Kepler’s
laws, Halley expressed his wonder about
the rules and mathematics which govern
olanetary motion, upon which Hooke said
that he had already done the calculations
on the same. Halley asked for them but
Hooke always failed to produce them.
After a long time waiting for Hooke’s cal-
culations to come, Halley got tired.anad
approached another Mathematician who
once locked horns with Hooke on the
subject of light - Isaac Newton. When he
approached Newton in Cambridge and
expressed his wonder about planetary '_' &
mMmotion and asked what might be goverﬁ“ri¥
iNng all these orbits, Newton replied that — =
he has already done the calculation 5 -—?
yvears ago. Newton couldn’t find his calcu-
lations which were lying amongst a pile

of papers, completely lost. So Newton r
did all the calculations all over again and
sent them to Halley, who realised the fn-
portance of Newton’s laws of Gravity and =
motion. He encouraged Newton to com-« ¢
pile all his findings in a book, called "Prin
cipia de Mathematica’, and published the*
book on his own expense since the Royal
Society had no money to spare

e
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Rosahnd Frankhn
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We all know that the ‘structure of DNA" =
was discovered by James Watson and
Francis Crick. But one pérson who con-
tributed majorly to this discovery was

- ‘Rosalind Franklin’.

Fearless, ‘hardworking and intelli-
gent Rosalind decided to become a sci-
entist at a very early age. In the days
when women only discussed their looks,
Rosalind was busy getting x-ray photos
of DNA. Around that time, James
Watson and Francis Crick were trying to
Mmake the DNA model by compiling all the
information available. One day, Rosalind
found an amazing x-ray image which was
later published as ‘Photo 57 :

Westinghouse, claiming to power the fair
for $399,000 using Tesla’s AC which
became a dazzling showcase for Tesla’s
AC system. Despite Edison’s fame and
outright propaganda, AC ultimately won -
for transmissible electricity. V\/estmghouse
also secured a contract to build a hydreﬁ
electric dam in Niagara Falls trarwsmttmg_:
AC power to all of Buffalo, New York.

This victory ultimately marked the. gradu— -;
al decline of DC being used throughout*’
FAY= Umted States. Hovvever there really =8

“ana thisiisthe sad truth. —

Thomas Edison

Marie Curie, a legend and a pioneer in the
field of Radioactivity was born on 7th
November, 1876 in Warsaw, Poland. She is
the first woman to win a Nobel Prize and
remains the only person who has won it
N Multiple sciences. She discovered
Radium and Polonium and also proved
that atoms were further divisible.

This great scientist had faced a lot of dif-
ficulties in her early life and also during
her research. Due to lack of resources as
a young girl , she couldn’t go to Sor-
bonne (The University of Paris). When
finally with the help of her sister, Bronya
she reached Paris, she had to work very
hard to make ends meet . She studied

“Westinghouse, in 1888.

Feeling threatened by this, Edison
launched a campaign to discredit AC.
Animals were publicly electrocuted with
AC demonstrating its danger. Edison rec-
ommended AC powered electrocution as

an alternative to hanging for death-penal- s
.ty prisoners in New York.

INn 1893, at the peak of Current War, the
Chicago World's Fair took place. General

 Electric bid to electrify the fair using

Edison’s DC for $554,000, but lost to

during the day and took tuitions in the
evehing. She often had to go hungry due
to her poverty.

The dedicated. scientist_|lost her life be-
cause of her field of research. In those
times the damaging effects of lonizing .
Radiation were not known. She had car-
ried test tubes containing radioactive
isotopes and also kept them in her
drawer. The world lost the revolutionary
scientist due to Aplastic Anemia on 4th
YehsH19.34, 3

Pierre de Fermat

Fermat's Last Theorem states that no
three positive integers a, b, and ¢ satisfy
the equation a™n + b™n = c™n for any inte-
ger value of n greater than 2. :

DC continue to exist peacefully

Nikola Tesla

Arithmetica, the ancient Greek text on
Mmathematics written by Diophantus was
the-oigle forgEerinat. He discovered=-Pya
thagorean triplets” in that book. It is said
that he was thinking about the same
while stating his last theorem. After Fer-
Mmat’'s death in 1665, his son compiled all
his notes (mostly written on the margins
of Arithmetica ) and published them.
Fermat, considering his uncanny attitude
towards writing proofs, did not write the
oroof of this theorem.

A lot of mathematicians proved th|s
theorem for a certain range of numbers
but nobody could do it for all the natural
numbers. Guinness book of world record &
had declared this as the difficult most =t ‘f;‘:
mMmathematical problem in the world. I\/IarTy
oeople as well as institutions had de- .,L;
clared prizes for complete proof of the
theorem. In 1963 Andrew Wiles, a 10 year
old boy came across this 350 year old
unsolved problem and was fascinated by ;
it. To everyone’s surprise after a lot of _f
hard work, on 27th June 1997 Wiles pulb-.
ished the proof of Fermat’s last theorem %
using modern mathematics. But modeérn
mathematics was discovered in 20th _
century. So nobody, till this date knovvs
what was in Fermat’s head!
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and it didn’t stop. Unaware Mumbaikars left homes as usual on this fateful morning.

The City That Won'’t
Last month, Mumbai witnessed an event that was not unfamiliar, but unpredictable nonetheless. During
the early hours of 29th August, the city withessed a heavy downpour. It poured, it drizzled, it pattered

Be Stopped

By late morning, it

became clear that this situation was unusual, even dangerous. And sure enough, the waterlogging
blocked the train tracks, the very lifelines of the city. Soon after, the roads spluttered and died. And so,
most Mumbaikars even though they left for home early, came to be stranded.
But even during such a calamity , the people of this city never stop. This month, Insight brings you an-
ecdotes from the stranded Mumbaikars, what we learned from this day and what we can do in the

Mumbaikar #1

Q) What was the situation when you
left for work?

't was raining, but it seemed to be
normal. | didn’t think that it would take
such a disastrous turn.

Q) What did you experience when you
were stranded in the rains?

The trains were fully loaded. The lights
and fans were not working properly. We
had to walt for hours and hours for the
trains to get started.

Q) When and how did you get back
home?

| actually live in Kalyan, but as it was not
possible to travel due to the waterlog-

Mumbaikar #2

The morning began as usual. | noticed
the trains were unusually late but there
were Nno updates about the approaching
heavy rains. Around mid afternoon, my
oracticals were cancelled. That's how 15
students, including me came to be
stranded in the college. We didn’t think
things could take a worse turn pbut it did.
Qur conscious kicked in when the water
clogged near college gate. We were ad-
vised to stay put in F/ classroom until
the weather became favorable. In the
quadrangle, the water reached the top
of the stairs. As my friends and |, were
enjoying some rice, we noticed the can-
teen too was being overpowered by the

What We Can Take Home From the
Rains

"And let it flow, let it go and drain itself-
till it leaves you all empty!” Well, that's
something one would say, especially the
ones who were stranded in the floods
for hours, with water all around. But did
it really drain us, leave us all empty? |
don't think so. For, calamities create co-
hesion; and there was enough for each
one to take back.

No matter how hard the times were |
there was always someone who was
happy to lend a hand to anyone who
truly needed it. It might've been a
person who you never thought was ca-
pable of helping anyone. Within mo-
ments, a person you've never met
became the light bearer of your life.

But What About The Future?

Such events emphasize the strength of
Mother Nature and reminds us of our
mortality and helplessness. There is
never going to be a perfect plan that
tackles every calamity, but we can none-
theless be prepared to an extent. Here's
the preliminary breakdown:

1. Stay Put:

Occupy a safe shelter. Sit back; admire
the wrath of nature, for you can praise
its beauty too. Often, dire times bring
out the hidden talents of one! Be crea-
tive, philosophicall Most importantly, do
not try to rush home. Being stuck in a
safe space Is better than being stuck in
an unsafe one.

2. ACT:

The first reflex has to be being active.
Have faith. Be brave but not at the cost

future.

ging and collapsed timetable of trains, |
decided to stay at my relative's house in
Vikhroli. | left my office at 4 pm from
Ghatkopar, but due to the waterlog-
ging, | had to walk all the way to the
station, and it took me almost 20 to 25
minutes. Then | walked on the railway
tracks from Ghatkopar station to Vikh-
roli. | reached their house by 6.30 pm.

Q) What did you ex